k. September 27 — Peace & Patience - Fruit that Helps Us

R Peace and patience seem hard to find in today’s world. What if the problem
- i ~ with finding peace and patience is that we’re looking to THE WORLD to provide

ke 3

- them for us? Join us this weekend as we look at the Fruit of the Spirit which can

help us along our way — when we look to JESUS instead of the world!
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Scripture:

Galatians 5: 16-18, 22-25 NLT

So, | say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won’t be doing what your sinful nature craves. ¥ The sinful
nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And the Spirit gives us desires that are
the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not
free to carry out your good intentions. ¥ But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under obligation to the
law of Moses. But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 22 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! 2* Those who belong to
Christ Jesus have nailed the passions and desires of their sinful nature to his cross and crucified them there. 2°Since
we are living by the Spirit, let us follow the Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives.

Luke 15:11b-24 NLT

Jesus told them this story: “A man had two sons. 2 The younger son told his father, ‘l want my share of your estate
now before you die.” So, his father agreed to divide his wealth between his sons. 13 “A few days later this younger
son packed all his belongings and moved to a distant land, and there he wasted all his money in wild living. 1* About
the time his money ran out, a great famine swept over the land, and he began to starve. > He persuaded a local
farmer to hire him, and the man sent him into his fields to feed the pigs. ® The young man became so hungry that
even the pods he was feeding the pigs looked good to him. But no one gave him anything. 7 “When he finally came
to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have food enough to spare, and here | am dying
of hunger! 8| will go home to my father and say, “Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you, **and | am no
longer worthy of being called your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”” 22 “So, he returned home to his father.
And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and compassion, he ran to his son,
embraced him, and kissed him. 2! His son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against both heaven and you, and | am
no longer worthy of being called your son.” 22 “But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the
house and put it on him. Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. 22 And kill the calf we have been fattening.
We must celebrate with a feast, 2 for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was lost, but now
he is found.” So, the party began.

Questions:
e How do you define peace? How do you make room for peace in your life?
e Where do you struggle with patience? What might happen if you changed your perspective in those
situations?
e Here again, what if trying to “find” peace and patience is the very thing that keeps you from them? How
might these gifts be yours if you conform your life to Jesus more and more?

Reading for the Week:

Monday: James 5:7-9 Tuesday: Psalm 37:1-7 Wednesday: Philippians 4:4-9
Thursday: John16:29-33 Friday: Isaiah 26:2-4



